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Run Time: 100 minutes without an intermission.

Setting: New York City

CONTENT WARNING: This show discusses topics and personal stories of rape, 
abuse, and trauma. A gun / gunshot will occur on stage during this play. These 
occurrences may not be suited for some audience members.
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On the simplest level, Becoming Othello is Debra Ann’s story about being 
born in Harlem and growing up to be a Shakespearean actor.

But on a more profound level, it is about the words and rhythms of the 
James Bible, Shakespeare, the Black American poets combining with the 
deeper rhythms of Africa, hip hop, gospel, jazz to allow a holistic creative 
force from which the spirit of Debra Ann (and so many others) can grow—
despite the vicissitudes of life. And finally, it’s a story about how all of us 
have a part to play: to reach out to each other and recognize our common 
humanity—understanding how we are like each other no matter where we 
come from or which century we live in.

Will we survive as a planet if we don’t understand the rhythms, speak the 
truth, align ourselves with nature (not economic dominance) and step out 
to heal, not punish, each other and the world? 

It has been my privilege to work on this piece with Debra Ann. I would 
like to dedicate my part of the venture to Sister Joan McVeigh, my late 
husband’s aunt, who took our Shakespeare work and taught it at Malcolm X 
College in Chicago for 20 years. She passed as we finished rehearsals—but 
I know it is a story that would have strengthened her life and work.

This project has been a part of Debra Ann’s life for many years now. I started 
working alongside her about two years ago. To support an actor, who is also 
the writer of the piece, is a rare privilege – there are few of them – William 
Shakespeare of course being the most famous. How much of Shakespeare’s 
life is buried in is plays is unknown, but my bet is most of the things that 
happened to him ended up woven into the plots of his plays – and of course 
the language, the rhythms, the revelation about the interwovenness of 
human beings, these things are universal and Debra Ann uses them with 
consummate skill.

– Tina Packer

Director's Note
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While in the theatre, please turn off all electronic devices, such as beepers, mobile phones, and watch alarms. Video and/or audio recording
of this performance by any means are strictly prohibited.

Production Staff
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For staff and cast bios, please see pages 85–99 in 
our digital 2021 Playbill.

For our full season calendar, see page 101 in our digital 
2021 Playbill and online at shakespeare.org.

Special Thanks

Get into the Act
Become a Volunteer!
shakespeare.org/volunteer

View Our Digital Playbill
2021 SEASON PLAYBILL IS NOW VIRTUAL

To view our digital 2021 
Season Playbill, scan the QR 
code and experience theatre 
in a new way!

Support Us!
If you enjoyed the work you saw onstage 
today, please consider joining the 
Shakespeare & Company family with a 
contribution . With your support, we will 
continue to offer productions of the highest 
artistic quality and expand access to our 
transformational Education and Actor 
Training programs . Shakespeare & Company 
supporters enjoy many benefits, including 
early ticket purchase access, an inside look 
at the creative process, backstage tours, and 
special donor events!

Making a gift is simple! 

• Donate online at shakespeare.org/donate
• Text BERKSHAKE to 243725 and follow 

the instructions to make your contribution
• Mail a check to: Shakespeare & Company

attn .: Development Office
70 Kemble Street
Lenox, MA 01240

Thank You!
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